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Introduction: 
As a school district, Huntsville ISD looks forward to welcoming students back to school on 
August 19th. Our staff, students and families learned valuable lessons from the experience of 
at-home learning that took place March-June 2020. These lessons have been essential and 
informed our planning for the 2020-2021 school year. Despite the challenges with COVID-19, 
our district will continue to provide a safe and excellent educational experience for our 
students.  

The Huntsville Independent School District plan for the 2020-21 school year takes into careful 
consideration the safety and well-being of students and staff during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Highlights of the District’s reopening plan include:  social distancing, mandatory mask 
requirements for staff and students (4th – 12th), rigorous disinfection and cleaning protocols, 
continuing Google Classroom as an in class and online learning platform, fewer large group 
gatherings and three options for student learning.   

We believe the best place for a child to learn is in the classroom with a teacher. We also know 
our current public health crisis is making that a challenge. As of now, we plan to offer both in-
person and virtual learning for our students. As part of the online registration process, parents 
may select one of three offered models of instructional delivery for their children for the fall. All 
options will provide engagement between students and teachers. Requests for model option 
changes will be allowed. However, once an option is selected, the option will remain in place 
for a grading period. Also, know that campus options may change depending on health 
conditions, needed school closure and ongoing guidance received from the State of Texas and 
the Texas Education Agency. 

Detailed information about each option is provided: 

Hornet Model A = Traditional:                                                
In-Person Face-to-Face Instruction in a traditional school setting with health protocols such as:  
social distancing, smaller class sizes, fewer large group interactions, face coverings as 
appropriate, frequent building cleaning, stringent hygiene and regular health screenings. 
Recommendations from the Texas Education Agency, local government officials and the 
medical establishment will guide health and safety plans for staff and students while physically 
present in all HISD schools and activities. 

Daily bus transportation will be available; however, due to a need to reduce riders for social 
distancing on each bus, we encourage you to consider other transportation arrangements if at 
all possible.  To make personal transportation more convenient for working parents, we are 
working on extended hours for supervised drop off and pick up of students, with the schools 
providing additional instructional time and activities for students of parents needing extended 
hours.  

 



 

Information in this document is subject to change based on updates based on guidance from local, state and federal health officials, as well as the Texas Education Agency. 

4 

Time Requirements - Follows current HISD School hours each day, with some homework time 
required as in past school years.  

Best suited for students needing daily, face-to-face instruction from teachers to succeed in 
school, and parents who are unable to supervise or care for children during the school day. 
Available to students in all grade levels. 

Hornet Model B = Structured Online:                                                      
Daily Online School following a set schedule for each course/subject with students logging in at 
specific times every school day, during traditional school hours. Synced to Model A with lessons 
and assignments following the exact same schedule as face-to-face students. Attendance rules 
for Model B online students are the same as for Model A students, with attendance taken daily 
and students required to be present virtually by attending online classes as scheduled. Model B 
is only available to students in grades 3-12 per state regulations. Parents of PK-2 students 
wishing to choose a remote learning option must choose Model C below.  

Access to reliable technology is a must to succeed in Model B.  Unlike the emergency steps 
taken to finish the 2019-20 school year, this model of remote instruction mirrors the rigor and 
pace of traditional schooling and follows strict deadlines for completion.  Paper packets, like 
those used last spring during our emergency closure, simply cannot take the place of daily 
instruction and do not result in quality learning; therefore, they will not be an available 
alternative.  Our goal is to provide unparalleled quality of instruction for all HISD students, 
regardless of the chosen model. 

Time Requirements - 3rd - 5th graders can expect 3 to 5 hours of daily instruction/interaction 
with teachers online, with additional individual time for assignments.  6th - 8th graders can 
expect 4 to 6 hours of daily instruction/interaction with teachers online, with additional 
individual time for assignments.  High school student daily time requirements will depend on 
course selections, with a 4 hour minimum, and most students averaging closer to 6 hours. 

Best suited for students needing daily scheduled instruction to succeed in school, and parents 
wishing to limit exposure due to health concerns who are also able to provide supervision in 
home for younger children during the school day.   
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Hornet Model C = Flexible Online:                                                                
Daily Online School with a flexible schedule featuring self-paced online courses with 
intermittent teacher instruction. Access to reliable technology is a must to succeed in Model C.                                                  

Key Components: 
• Does not require all students to be virtually present in an online class at the same time 
• Pre-recorded videos of instruction with guided support from teachers during regular 

school hours 
• Students required to log in at some time every day to demonstrate engagement and 

educational progress to be counted present, with attendance requirements enforced 
through compulsory attendance guidelines  

• Lessons and assignments will mirror those delivered and required in Hornet Learning 
Models A and B to the extent possible, and will cover the required state curriculum as 
well as the district’s scope and sequence.  

Access to reliable technology is a must to succeed in Model C. Unlike the emergency steps 
taken to finish the 2019-20 school year, this model of remote instruction mirrors the rigor and 
pace of traditional schooling and follows strict deadlines for completion.  Paper packets, like 
those used last spring during our emergency closure, simply cannot take the place of daily 
instruction and do not result in quality learning; therefore, they will not be an available 
alternative.  Our goal is to provide unparalleled quality of instruction for all HISD students, 
regardless of the chosen model. 

Time Requirements - May require different amounts of time each day, depending on the 
student’s ability to navigate a flexible, self-paced learning environment. 

Best suited for students with an ability to succeed in a less structured remote learning 
environment.  More parental involvement will be required, especially for younger students.  
Parents wishing to limit exposure due to health concerns but unable to choose Model B may 
find this model suitable, especially because of the flexible schedule - giving working parents an 
opportunity to help students in the evenings.  Available to students in all grade levels. 

Note: See the box below with “Additional Information Applicable to ALL Hornet Learning 
Models” after the last model description. 
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Important Additional Information Applicable to ALL Hornet Learning Models 
 

• All Models will utilize Google Classroom. 
• All Models will allow for participation in Athletics, Fine Arts, CTE courses, and other hands-on 

courses and activities; however, students in both online models of instruction must have 
personal transportation to physically attend such courses and practices.  Daily bus service is 
only available for students attending school daily, during regular school hours, through Model 
A. 

• More information regarding participation in Athletics, Fine Arts, CTE courses, etc. will be 
forthcoming from each campus and department.  Actual courses (such as welding, etc.) may 
operate in a hybrid fashion to the extent possible for students choosing an online model, so 
they may receive most of their instruction remotely and report to the shop or classroom at 
scheduled times to practice and demonstrate skills.  Many extracurricular activities already 
take place after school each day and students will be allowed to participate regardless of 
learning model. 

• Students may move between models, with restrictions and limitations, for good cause.  A 
change in health conditions or concerns, academic issues, or a change in technology access 
are some examples of good cause for changing learning models.  Transitions between models 
may be requested by the student, parent, or school personnel.  All reasonable attempts will 
be made to accommodate such requests, and parents will be included in the decision.  Most 
transitions will occur at the end of a grading period to limit disruptions. 

• In the event of a temporary school closure due to COVID-19, weather, or any other reason, 
students on Model A will temporarily convert to an online model.  If the Texas Education 
Agency requires make up days due to closure, all students will be required to follow the HISD 
Instructional Calendar for 2020-2021 with indicated make up days. 

 

As the public health crisis continues, we have been planning for the opening of the 2020-2021 
school year with a focus on the health, safety and well-being of our staff, students and 
community. As Huntsville ISD is planning for three different instructional environments, our 
plan specifically follows recommendations for school opening and operations provided by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), state and local health officials and the 
Texas Education Agency. 

Huntsville ISD will reopen in accordance with guidelines from the state and be contingent 
upon the rate of COVID-19 infections in Walker County, Huntsville and Texas. Ensuring the 
safety and health of our students and teachers is our top priority. 

 



 

Information in this document is subject to change based on updates based on guidance from local, state and federal health officials, as well as the Texas Education Agency. 

7 

2020 – 2021 Huntsville ISD Instructional Calendar  

*School calendar is always subject to change. 
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Teaching and Learning Expectations: 
This fall, Huntsville ISD will be implementing instructional practices to provide consistency 
across learning environments and ensure the safety of students and staff. Regardless of 
learning environment, Huntsville ISD is committed to ensuring that students have an equitable 
experience and access to high quality instruction: 

1. Students will interact with instruction in three different environments (face-to-face and 
virtual/remote) making it necessary for teacher teams to plan instruction that is 
content-consistent, yet environment-specific to ensure equitable learning opportunities 
for all students.  

2. Huntsville ISD will utilize the strategies and best practices associated with blended 
learning to design learning activities for all students. 

3. Learning experiences are designed to meet the needs and environment of the learner 
where they are. 

4. Students, regardless of learning environment, will engage in high quality learning 
experiences aligned to Huntsville ISD curriculum and Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills. 

5. Students who begin the year in face-to-face learning at school may move into remote 
learning for a period of time if needed for school closure due to student/staff illness or 
county or state regulations. 

6. Both the remote and face-to-face experience will utilize Google Classroom, provide 
similar expectations around coursework and follow the same grading guidelines. 

Instructional Consistency between Models: 
• Both in-person and virtual instruction will be aligned and will follow the same scope and 

sequence of instruction. 
• The scope and sequence for each core content course will be provided by Curriculum 

and Instruction and Instructional Coaches in an effort to maintain consistency across the 
district between both in-person and virtual learning. 

• Both in-person and virtual instruction will be designed and delivered in the Google 
Classroom learning platform to aid in transitions to and from virtual learning throughout 
the year. 

• Huntsville ISD will utilize the strategies and best practices associated with blended 
learning to design learning activities for all students. 

• Learning experiences are designed to meet the needs and environment of the learner 
where they are. 

• Students, regardless of learning environment, will engage in high quality learning 
experiences aligned to Huntsville ISD curriculum and Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills. 
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Instructional Delivery  
• Teachers will teach students from their classrooms or other assigned HISD facilities.  
• In this setting, teachers will also provide instruction, learning resources and support 

through the use of Google Classroom both in class and virtually. 
• Parents will support students as a “learning coach” and ensure they have access to a 

device, a place to work and are engaged in virtual learning activities. If students are in 
need of a device they may request one from their designated campus.  

• We will ensure open lines of communication between teachers, students, and parents 
as we work together to ensure each student is academically and socially-emotionally 
future ready.  

• Teachers will utilize the same curriculum as students who attend face-to-face 
instruction and will design strategies for learning in the remote environment.      

• Student grading will be consistent with the guidelines and practices used in all face-to-
face instruction.  

• Students’ learning schedules will be structured to require students to participate in 
synchronous or asynchronous learning every day.  

• Students will be required to engage in schoolwork every day. 
• Students who require support and interventions will continue to receive those in the 

virtual environment. 
• Students will follow a daily schedule and attendance will be taken. 
• Compulsory attendance rules apply to online students the same as students who attend 

school in person. 
• Students will be held responsible for academic honesty per HISD Student Handbook and 

HISD Grading Expectations. 
• Students will have a certified HISD teacher as their official teacher for the course. In 

most cases, the curriculum will be developed by HISD teachers and instructional 
coaches. 

Hornet Model B Student Learning Expectations: 
• Students attend class remotely on time - per their class schedule - every school day. 
• Students will dress appropriately. 
• Students are ready to learn. 
• Students should have a designated, distraction-free workspace to engage in learning 

while remote. 
• Students will show their face on the screen to engage with the teacher. 
• Students will actively participate in the class. 
• Student intervention and enrichment activities will take place during the school day. 
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Hornet Model C Student Learning Expectations:  
• Students will complete asynchronous activities assigned each day.  
• Students show proof of participation in daily virtual instruction by satisfactorily 

completing assignments to demonstrate evidence of student learning, e.g., video, 
picture or activities submitted as lessons and/or completing assignments. 

• Students and parents will communicate with the teacher when needing additional 
assistance, tutoring, etc.  

• Though this model is flexible in terms of daily interactions and the completion of 
assignments, it is expected that students will check in with the teacher daily. 

Grading and Assessments: 
• Grading Expectations will be applied to instructional settings equally (in-person and 

distance learning). 
• Progress report and report card grading timelines will be consistent (in-person and 

distance learning) 
• Students participate in district and state assessments. 
• If a course requires assignments or assessments that cannot be reasonably completed 

remotely, students may be required to report to campus or district facility, at a 
designated and scheduled time to complete the requirement. 

Intervention and Enrichment for Remote Learning: 
Intervention, enrichment and tutorial time will be scheduled regularly for students to best meet 
their academic needs. During this time, students may engage in assigned group activities, 
project-based learning activities, small group or individual instruction. Teachers will 
communicate with students their plan for the designated time. 

Special Learning Needs Services: 
Huntsville ISD will ensure that students with disabilities have access to a free and appropriate 
public education (FAPE). We will ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, each student with 
a disability can be provided the special education and related services identified in the 
student’s individualized education program (IEP). 

Huntsville ISD will review all health plans and IEPs prior to re-entry into brick and mortar 
settings and revise them through an ARD with appropriate safety protocols as needed. 
 
Huntsville ISD is committed to meeting the unique needs of students with disabilities by 
ensuring that ARD/IEP or 504 Committees convene as needed to discuss needs, review 
progress, and make individualized recommendations for our students. ARD/IEP/504 
committees will also determine the unique needs of students to determine support and service 
recommendations for students attending school virtually. 
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The nature of special education interventions will likely require a heavier concentration of 
synchronous supports and services to ensure individual student needs are met. This will ensure 
continued growth in the general education curriculum and on IEP goals and objectives. 

Learning Preparation: 
Student:  

• Be prepared for learning each day and have work and assignments completed and 
ready. 

• Complete coursework by deadline set by the teacher. 
• For face-to-face learning: Take all materials and devices home each day in order to be 

prepared for possible school closure.  
Parent: 
Access parent resources to learn how students will navigate Google Classroom. For face-to-face 
learning:  Encourage your child to have their things in their backpack/device and ready for 
school the night before. For Models B&C:  Create a designated place in your home for your 
student to use as their remote classroom.  
Teacher: 

• Meet weekly with a collaborative team to plan instruction for all 
students.                                

• Utilize the district curriculum documents and follow the scope and sequence provided 
by the academic services department.                                                      

• Upload “Week at a Glance” for parents and students in Google Classroom.        
• Upload weekly instructional materials into Google Classroom.                                 
• Under all circumstances, teachers will be prepared to teach daily lessons. Under some 

remote circumstances HISD teachers will teach from their empty classrooms or from an 
empty room assigned on another campus/district facility. 

• Take all materials and devices home each day in order to be prepared for possible 
school closure.  

Teaching & Learning Expectations: 
Student: 

• Attend classes according to school schedule (either face-to-face or remotely) and give 
your best efforts in your school assignments.                                

• Participate in face-to-face learning activities or live synchronous virtual sessions as 
instructed by teachers. 

• Be organized in your work and in getting projects completed. 
• Ask questions and communicate with your teacher. 
• Be aware of what you should be learning each day. 
• Become familiar with the structure of Google Classroom and how your teacher 

organizes information. 
• Be fully present and engaged. 
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• Turn in assignments on time. 
Parent: 

• Regularly monitor student progress and student grades. 
• Check in with student(s) to monitor completion of assignments and homework. 
• Discuss what your child learned in school. 
• Facilitate academic support and encouragement as a learning partner to motivate and 

guide your child throughout the school year in your role as a parent learning coach. 
• Provide your child with assistance on their day-to-day activities with the exception of 

designated independent work. 
• Consider creating a designated learning/study space for your child at home to learn 

comfortably. 
• Maintain communication with your child’s teacher by phone, email and/or online 

meetings to create a learning partnership. 
• Monitor and ask for evidence that your child is on track with assignments and 

coursework. 
Teacher: 

• Teach students how to access learning materials through Google Classroom.       
• Provide face-to-face or live synchronous instruction and facilitate learning throughout 

the day. 
• Manage online and offline resources to provide consistency and routines for students. 
• Provide clear learning goals for students. 
• Follow the expectations established across the district for Google Classroom. 
• Check student assignments in a timely manner and give feedback in verbal or written 

form at a weekly minimum to provide next steps or necessary academic 
intervention/extension.  

• Post grades in a timely manner according to district grading guidelines. 

Intervention and Support:  
Student: 

• Attend intervention/tutorial sessions as established by your teacher or school. 
• Inform teachers when extra support is needed.  

Parent: 
• Allow your child to attend intervention/tutorial sessions as needed. 
• Assist in supporting your child’s needs by establishing and managing the daily schedule 

communicated by the teacher. 
• Help your child own their learning. Provide support and encouragement and expect your 

children to do their part. 
Teacher: 

• Provide intervention or tutorial sessions as needed. 
• Follow student IEPs / 504 accommodations in all learning environments.  
• Use data to pinpoint students’ specific needs for enrichment and intervention. 
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• Monitor student progress with fidelity according to recommendations. 
• Provide and communicate office hours or conference period for student/parent support. 
• Attend and participate in professional learning. 

Employee General Guidelines: 
• Employees must conduct a medical self-screening before reporting to work. Medical 

self-screening includes questions such as new or worsening cough, shortness of breath, 
sore throat, loss of taste or smell, feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater 
than or equal to 100.0° Fahrenheit or known close contact with a person who is lab-
confirmed to have COVID-19. 

• Employees must stay at home when they feel sick.  If an employee becomes ill while at a 
Huntsville ISD facility, visit the campus nurse, leave the building, seek any required 
medical attention and contact supervisor as soon as possible to report the on-site 
illness. 

• All employees shall know, understand and practice methods to protect themselves and 
others from COVID-19 at work. 

• Employees must adhere to CDC guidance regarding frequent hand washing and social 
distancing. 

• Employees must wear masks or face coverings while in Huntsville ISD facilities upon 
entry, exit, in common spaces, when physical distancing is not possible, or when leaving 
your physical workspace.  Employees are encouraged to wear a mask or face covering at 
all times; however mask may be temporarily removed or when working in isolation. 

• No non-employee or non-work related visitors inside the building. 
• No more than 2 people in a restroom or elevator at one time. 
• Minimize in-person meetings to maintain social distancing. 
• Lunches should be taken alone whenever possible or limited to no more than 4 people 

in a location and with social distancing of 6 feet. 
• No hand shaking, hugs or close contact. 
• Show respect, care and compassion for others in following the guidelines. 
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Daily Self Screening: 
Health Screening Self Check: 

Prior to arriving to school, boarding school transportation or entering a HISD facility, all 
students, staff and guests should self-screen and be able to answer “no” to each 
question below.  Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way 
that is NOT normal for them? 

o Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0°F 
o Loss of taste or smell 
o Cough 
o Difficulty breathing 
o Shortness of breath 
o Headache 
o Chills 
o Sore throat 
o Shaking or exaggerated shivering 
o Significant muscle pain or ache 
o Diarrhea 

Student Health Protocols: 
• All parents are responsible for ensuring that a daily self-screening of each student 

occurs prior to coming to school or boarding school transportation. 
• Parents/Guardians are asked to provide a reusable mask for their child for grades 4th 

through 12th. Students PK through 3rd grade are not required to wear face masks in the 
classroom; however, it is highly recommended. All students will be required to wear 
masks if they are in common areas, hallways, library, cafeteria, offices, restrooms, to be 
seen in the clinic or using Huntsville ISD Transportation. Parents are asked to send a 
reusable mask. 

• All students will be instructed on methods to protect themselves and others from 
COVID-19 at school. 

• All students should practice appropriate social distancing, hand hygiene and respiratory 
etiquette.  

• All students should regularly wash their hands for 20 seconds. 
• All students will be trained on proper handwashing techniques and participate in 

scheduled hand washing/sanitizing times throughout the day.   

*A note from a health care provider is required if a student has a health condition that inhibits 
them from wearing a mask 
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Transportation Protocol: 
Huntsville ISD’s transportation scheduling team will collaborate with campuses to determine 
family transportation needs and coordinate bus routes based on route capacity and needed 
accommodations. Per TEA’s COVID-19 guidance regarding transportation, Huntsville ISD is 
implementing enhanced cleaning and disinfecting procedures between each bus trip. Bus 
transportation is provided for eligible riders and every effort is made to ensure students can 
socially distance. Face coverings will be required for all bus riders. In addition, TEA encourages 
families to drop students off, carpool, or walk with their student to school to reduce possible 
virus exposure on a bus. Safety remains at the forefront of this effort.  

As schools reopen, students using school bus transportation services will follow revised 
protocols.  Starting at the time when students arrive at their designated bus stop and board the 
school bus, the new safety and sanitizing protocols will need to be followed. 

The Huntsville ISD Transportation Department offers the following guidance to parents and 
caregivers regarding school bus transportation for daily bus routes as well as field trips. Bus 
routes will run at regular capacity. Although the district is implementing the safety protocols 
and disinfecting efforts described below, families are encouraged to drop students off, carpool 
or walk with their student to school to reduce possible exposure on buses.  We are requiring all 
of our drivers and students to wear masks while on the school bus. 

Transportation COVID-19 Protocol for General Education and Special Needs Parent Information: 

Bus Stop Expectations: 
• Students should practice social distancing (6 feet apart), whenever possible (if there is 

adequate space and it is safe to do so) while waiting for and approaching the school bus. 
• Students should NOT share food, drinks, supplies or personal devices. 

Bus Procedures: 
• Only students who are eligible for transportation will be allowed to ride the bus. 
• Students in all grade levels will be required to complete an online transportation 

request in order to be scheduled for bus service. Online transportation requests must 
be completed by August 7, 2020, in order to receive service when school begins.  

• Bus seating will be assigned for all students. 
• When possible, siblings or students residing in the same household will be seated 

together. 
• Hand sanitizer will be available on each bus and students will use the hand sanitizer 

upon entry to the bus. 
• All bus drivers and monitors will wear appropriate face coverings. 
• All students are required to use non-medical grade face coverings, covering nose and 

mouth. Families are required to provide these for their students. 
• Each bus will be sanitized between routes and Transportation staff members will be 

trained in proper sanitizing procedures. 
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• When possible, windows and roof vents will be opened while the bus is operating to 
increase the fresh air flow through the bus. Air conditioners will continue to be used in 
conjunction with the open windows. 

• Bus stop locations may change from previous years in some areas to reflect the actual 
students who are utilizing bus service. As a result, some locations may require a student 
to walk a bit farther to a bus stop than in the past. 

School Transition Times:  
Arrival: 

• Multiple entry points will be established (where applicable). 
• Assigned staff supervises student arrival, ensures that students are wearing masks, and 

directs students to maintain the desired social distance. 
• Teachers will not be allowed to volunteer with the opening of car doors. 
• Students will report straight to classrooms whenever possible. 
• All areas of the building (gym, cafeteria, larger classrooms, common areas, etc.) will be 

utilized to limit the size of student groupings.  
• Students will use hand sanitizer upon entering and exiting the building. 
• Entry doors will be propped open for no touch entry. To prevent unauthorized persons 

from entering, staff will supervise all opened entry doors. 
• Students will not be allowed to congregate in a large enclosed area to wait to report to 

class; consider allowing them to report straight to the classroom. 
• Parents/Guardians will not be allowed to accompany students into the school. 

Dismissal: 
• Multiple exit points will be established (where applicable). 
• Assigned staff supervises student dismissal, ensures that students are wearing masks, 

and directs students to maintain the desired social distance. 
• Campuses will implement staggered release procedures (where applicable). 
• Students will be released straight from their classroom whenever possible. 

Class Transitions: 
• All students and staff will wear face masks that cover their mouth and nose during 

transitions and in common areas. 
• Whenever possible, the transitioning of students will be limited during the school day. 
• Traffic patterns will be established throughout the campus that separate individuals to 

the greatest extent possible. 
• Staff and signage/floor marking will be posted to reinforce physical distance 

expectations. 
• When it is not possible for one-way hallways, students should stay to the far-right side 

of the corridor to reduce the possibility of contact (“Stay Right, Stay Safe”). 
• Students will be encouraged to move directly from one class to the next without 

congregating in the hallway during transitions. 
• Campuses will develop procedures to limit the number of students in restrooms. 
• Considerations will be made at all levels based on student needs.   
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Student/Staff Common Areas: 
Classrooms: 

• Hand sanitizer use by students in Pre-K, or Kindergarten classrooms will be supervised 
by a staff member. 

• Students will use hand sanitizer upon entering and exiting the classroom. Students may 
wash their hands in lieu of hand sanitizer when the classroom setup allows for hand 
washing. 

• Every effort should be made to distance students 6 feet apart from one another as 
instructionally possible. 

• Students will use their own supplies and campuses will limit any shared supplies. Shared 
supplies will be wiped down with disinfectant between student uses. 

• Teachers will develop and implement classroom procedures that limit student 
movement such as turning in assignments and passing out materials. 

• Students will be taught procedures to sanitize their personal work space. 
• Visual cues may be utilized to help students with social distancing.   Desks will be spaced 

6 feet apart if possible, facing one direction. 
• Parents should provide their students with a water bottle or refillable container that 

may be used throughout the day. Parents are asked to supervise or assist students, as 
needed in the cleaning of this bottle to be returned home and sent to school daily.  

• Students 4th grade through 12th grade, if developmentally able, will be required to wear 
non-medical grade disposable face masks or cloth face covering unless it is impractical 
for an activity such as UIL, PE, during meals or should a student have trouble breathing. 
(Per the Texas governor’s executive order regarding wearing of face masks) 

• Parents/Guardians are asked to provide a reusable mask for their child for grades 4th 
through 12th. Students PK through 3rd grade are not required to wear face masks in the 
classroom; however, it is highly recommended. All students will be required to wear 
masks if they are in common areas, hallways, library, cafeteria, offices, restrooms, to be 
seen in the clinic or using Huntsville ISD Transportation. Parents are asked to send a 
reusable mask.  

*A note from a health care provider is required if a student has a health condition that 
inhibits them from wearing a mask. 

Elevators: 
• Only students and staff with a physical impairment or the need to move equipment will 

be allowed to utilize the elevator. 
• No more than two people can ride the elevator at once. 
• Masks or shields covering the mouth and nose must be worn on the elevator, if age 

appropriate. 
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Restrooms: 
• Proper hand-washing techniques will be taught to all students and consistently 

reinforced. 
• Efforts will be made to limit the availability of toilets, urinals and sinks to comply with 

health agency recommendations and social distancing. We encourage that use of 
restrooms is limited to two students at a time. 

• The scheduling of whole class restroom breaks is recommended to eliminate co-
mingling of students across various classes and to ensure teacher monitoring of social 
distancing guidelines.  

• After a restroom break, students will be required to use hand sanitizer before 
reentering the classroom. 

Library: 
• Visual reminders will be added and furniture arranged to help students maintain 

physical distancing while in the library. 
• Students and staff will wash/sanitize hands upon entering and after visiting the library.  
• High touch surfaces (i.e. table tops, chairs, door handles, technology equipment) will be 

disinfected regularly.  
• Occupancy will be limited. 
• When possible a "Concierge Service" will be provided by the school's ILS/media center 

specialists delivering books to classrooms. 
• Using digital books on Chromebooks or iPads will be encouraged.  

Playgrounds / Recess: 
Playground equipment will be excluded from play. The area will be closed and surrounded 
with an orange fence.  
• Students should practice good hand hygiene before going out to play and immediately 

upon returning inside the building. 
• Campuses will assign a recess schedule that limits how many classes are on the 

playground at one time. Minimize how many students are at each recess schedule to 
minimize social distancing.  

• If playground space is limited, classes should rotate between classroom, gym and 
playground to limit contact between students. 

• Emphasis will be placed on cohorting students (keeping students in the same group) and 
limiting the size of groups participating in activities on the playground each day. 
Outdoor transmission of the virus is known to be lower than indoor transmission. 

• Staggered schedules can be utilized when needed. 
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Child Nutrition: 
The CDC states that there is no evidence that COVID-19 is spread by food. It can, however, be 
spread on shared utensils and when people congregate around food service areas. To limit the 
spread of the virus, Huntsville ISD Child Nutrition Service has the following guidelines:  

• Pre-K to 4th grade will have lunch served to them in the classroom.  
• Cafeteria capacity will be based upon current guidelines. Physical distance will be 

provided around each available seat. 
• Campus plans will be developed for both eating lunch in the cafeteria as well as 

eating lunch in the classroom or other designated areas. 
• Campus plans may allow students to eat in non-traditional areas to create social 

distancing. 
• Signage and staff will reinforce physical distancing and traffic patterns in the 

cafeteria. 
• Campus plans may add more lunch periods to reduce the number of students in the 

cafeteria at one time (ex: start earlier and/or end later). 
• Hand sanitizer will be provided at cafeteria entrances and exits. 
• No visitors will be allowed in the building for lunch. 
• Parents will be encouraged to make prepayments on students’ accounts using 

myschoolbucks.com, cash, or checks to avoid cash transactions during meal service. 
• Food will be pre-packaged in boats/ bags for easy transport to classrooms, if 

necessary, and to prevent food from being exposed to others. 
• Food will be pre-packaged for quick selection to decrease the amount of time spent 

in line. 

 Clinic/Nurse Visit Protocol: 
• Hand sanitizer application and face masks will be required for all before entering a 

campus clinic unless the student has trouble breathing. 
• Prescribed medication to be given at school will be administered at the clinic door to 

avoid the exposure of students to illness. 
• Every campus will have an additional room available for students that have fever or 

COVID-19 symptoms. A staff member will be available to supervise these students and 
inform the nurse of any changes. 

• Considerations for classroom-based care to well students by nurse or trained designated 
personnel may include scheduled medication administration and minor first aid 

• Teachers are encouraged to contact the school clinic prior to sending students. 
• Nurses will wear PPE: gloves, facemasks, face shields or safety glasses and gowns.  

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
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COVID-19 STUDENT SCENARIOS 

Student is either lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 or is experiencing  
symptoms of COVID-19 

• The student does not report to school or participate in other school activities. 
• The student may return to campus after 10 days have passed from positive test result or symptom onset, the student 

has improvement in symptoms AND at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing 
medication. 

• Upon notification of a lab confirmed COVID -19 on a campus, the district will communicate with teachers, staff and 
families of students who were potentially exposed. 

Student reports one or more symptoms BEFORE entry to building using screening tool 

• The student does not report to school or participate in other school activities. 
• The student may return to campus after 10 days have passed from symptom onset with improvement in symptoms 

AND at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing medication. 

Student reports experiencing one or more symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day 

• The student will be sent to the campus isolation room. 
• The campus will follow the Illness Isolation Plan. 
• The parent will be notified to come pick up the student within an hour and will be given additional instructions to 

follow. 

Student reports having prolonged close contact * with someone who is lab-confirmed to 
have COVID-19 

• The student does not report to school or participate in other school activities. 
• Student should contact their primary care physician for guidance and remain home to monitor symptoms for 10 

days. 
• The student may return on day 8, if they are free of COVID-19 via acute infection test at an approved testing 

location and the results are negative.  The test should not be taken until the 5th day or after.  The student should 
administer each day the Health Screening Self Check and be symptom free during the 7 day period. The student 
should continue to administer each day the Health Screening Self Check and be symptom free during the 7 day 
period. 

Student reports someone in their home was exposed to someone who is lab-confirmed to 
have COVID-19 

• Student may report to school as usual. This is not considered to be prolonged close contact as the contact is not 
someone who is NOT lab -confirmed. 

*Exposure Defined: To be considered exposed to COVID -19, you need to have prolonged close contact 
with a person who has the virus. Close contact includes living in the same household, caring for a sick 

person with the virus, being within 6 feet of a sick person with the virus for at least 15 continuous 
minutes without the use of a face covering or being in direct contact with secretions from the sick person. 
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Student or Staff Displaying Symptoms: 
• A student displaying any symptoms of COVID-19 will be immediately sent to the nurse 

for isolation and assessment. 
• Students who are ill will be isolated, masked when developmentally appropriate, and 

cared for by school personnel until the parent/guardian retrieves them. 
• Parents/guardians are asked to pick up ill students within one (1) hour of notification by 

school personnel. 
• Parents/guardians should have alternative arrangements if they are unable to pick up 

their student within one (1) hour. 
• Staff members displaying any symptoms of COVID-19 will follow district protocols 

including immediately isolating away from others and leaving District facilities if 
capable. 

• EMS will be notified when warranted to care for any individual with severe symptoms of 
COVID-19. 

• Any student or staff member sent home for symptoms consistent with COVID-19 will 
not be allowed to return to in-person school or a District facility until they have met the 
requirements for return.    

Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19: 
Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) 
experience the symptoms of COVID-19 must stay at home throughout the infection period, and 
cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to determine any of the 
below conditions for campus re-entry have been met: 

  An individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to school when all 
three of the following criteria are met: 

1. at least one day (24 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the 
use of fever-reducing medications) 

2. the individual has improved symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) 
3.  At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared 

 An Individual who has COVID-19 symptoms who has not been evaluated by a medical 
professional or tested for COVID-19. This person is assumed to have COVID-19 and may not 
return to campus until the same three step criteria listed above are completed.  

An Individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before 
completing the above stay at home period they must either: 

• Obtain a Medical Professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an 
alternative diagnosis 

• Receive 1 confirmation that they are free of COVID-19 via acute infection tests at an 
approved testing location. 
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Presumptive COVID-19 Symptoms: 
The guidelines from the Center for Disease Control and Texas Department of State Health 
states that students who have symptoms of COVID-19 will be treated like COVID-19.  

The student that has presumptive symptoms must follow the three criteria for re-entry if the 
student does not provide an alternative diagnosis from a healthcare provider or a negative 
COVID-19 test. 

1. At least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery of fever (without fever-reducing
medication), and:

2. Improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath), and;
3. At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared.

The students exposed to the symptomatic student must: 
Quarantine for at least 10 days since first exposure, or 

1. Must wait until a negative COVID-19 test from the symptomatic student has been 
received by the school or

2. Alternative diagnosis from the symptomatic student's healthcare provider has been 
received by the school.

3. The student may return on day 8, if they are free of COVID-19 via acute infection test 
at an approved testing location and the results are negative.  The test should not be 
taken until the 5th day or after.  The student should administer each day the Health 
Screening Self Check and be symptom free during the 7 day period.    The student 
should continue to administer each day the Health Screening Self Check and be 
symptom free during the 7 day period.

Previous Positive COVID-19 test:
A student that previously had a confirmed COVID-19 positive test and has provided proper 
documentation from their Healthcare provider to the school may not be required to quarantine 
for 10 days if they are exposed to a person that is COVID-19 positive or someone that has 
presumptive symptoms.  The time frame will be for 90 days after the positive COVID-19 
test.  Any student that was positive and is exposed to someone that is COVID-19 positive or 
presumptive symptoms after the 90 day period will be required to quarantine for 10 days. 

If a person who has recovered from COVID-19 has new symptoms of COVID-19, the person may 
need an evaluation for reinfection, especially if the person has had close contact with someone 
infected with COVID-19. 

Illness Isolation Protocols: 
Each campus will have a designated room for isolation/quarantine for any student/staff 
member that has symptoms of COVID-19.   Any student with a temperature greater than or 
equal to 100°F and/or showing symptoms consistent with COVID-19 will be masked as 
developmentally appropriate, isolated, and the parent/guardian notified for pick up.  A staff 
member will be available to supervise these students and inform the nurse of any 
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changes.  Parents/guardians will need to come pick up their child in one (1) hour or as soon as 
reasonably possible. 
 
Response to Lab-Confirmed Case of COVID-19 (Deep Cleaning): 
Deep cleaning is triggered when an employee or student is identified as lab-confirmed positive 
for COVID-19. Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-
confirmed case (student or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be 
disinfected by custodial staff, unless more than 3 days have already passed since that person 
was on campus. 

Screening: 
Students: 

• Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each 
day prior to sending their student to school. 

• Parents/guardians should keep their student home if their student has symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19 and are encouraged to contact the school. 

• Parents/guardians should keep their student home if their student has had regular or 
close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed COVID-19. 

• All students will wash/sanitize hands upon entering campus. 
• Teachers and staff will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present. 

Staff: 
• All staff will complete self-checks including taking their temperature, at home prior to 

entering campus facilities. 
• All staff will complete a COVID-19 check-in prior to entering any District facility. 
• All staff will wash/sanitize hands upon entry to a District facility and frequently 

throughout the day. 

Visitors: 
• Huntsville ISD campuses/facilities are closed to visitors except for those needing to 

conduct essential school business. 
• All visitors are required to pre-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to entering a District 

facility. 
• All visitors entering a District facility will be required to wear a face covering. Individuals 

who proceed beyond the reception area will follow specific guidelines for visitors. 
• All visitors entering a District facility will be required to sign-in and are subject to a 

COVID-19 screening before accessing the building beyond the reception area. 
• All visitors will wash/sanitize hands upon entry to a District facility. 

 Regular or Close Contact: 
• To be considered exposed to COVID-19, you need to have prolonged close contact with 

a person who has the virus. Close contact includes living in the same household, caring 
for a sick person with the virus, being within 6 feet of a sick person with the virus for at 
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least 15 continuous minutes without the use of a face covering, or being in direct 
contact with secretions from the sick person. For example: 

o Individuals who, while not wearing a mask, has had close contact (within 6 feet 
for 15 minutes or longer) with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 
within 2 days prior to the person developing symptoms and/or testing positive. 

o Individuals who provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID-19 or 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

o Individuals who had direct physical contact with someone who has COVID-19 
including touched, hugged, or kissed them, shared eating or drinking utensils, or 
were sneezed or coughed on by the sick person while they had symptoms or 
within 2 days of the sick person developing symptoms and/or testing positive. 

 Notification: 
• If a positive lab-confirmed case is identified for a school participant (student or 

employee), the District will identify and notify any individuals who had regular or close 
contact with the affected participant as soon as the district notification is received. This 
may include the entire class (students, teachers, and staff). These individuals will be 
required to quarantine before returning to in-person school. 

• School Nurses will notify the local health department of any positive case(s). Huntsville 
ISD will work with Walker County Health Department for Contact Tracing for any 
individual with a positive COVID-19 test. 

• For contact tracing, the District will assume that an individual is infectious two (2) days 
prior to showing symptoms or two (2) days prior to an asymptomatic positive COVID-19 
test. 

• Close contact is defined as within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes while not wearing a 
mask or face shield. 

Hygiene for Staff and Students: 
All students and staff should follow normal preventative actions while at work which includes 
cleaning hands and avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth. Wash hands with soap and water for 
20 seconds or use hand sanitizer with 60 % alcohol if soap and water are not available. 
Key time to clean hands are: 

• After using the bathroom 
• Prior to eating 
• After blowing nose, coughing, sneezing 
•  After eating 
• Before and after providing care for another person. 

Cleaning/Disinfecting Rooms/Objects and Use of Hand Sanitizer: 
• In addition to our custodial service, all departments and campuses in our school district 

will have cleaning / disinfectant and hand sanitizer supplies available with instructions 
for use. Campus areas include: Entrance, Library, Offices, Cafeteria and Classrooms. 
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• There will be signs with reminders for proper ways to: cough/sneeze and wash hands. 
Six feet markers for social distancing. 

• Each campus will utilize alcohol-based sanitizer stations throughout common areas of 
the campus to promote safe and healthy practices. 

• Sanitizer stations will be set up at the main entrances to campus, classroom entries, 
cafeteria, gyms, and other common areas. 

• Staff and students are expected to regularly clean and sanitize hands throughout the 
school day. 

• All students are expected to wash hands or use hand sanitizer upon arriving on campus 
and before loading buses. 

• All staff members will wash and sanitize hands upon entering the worksite. 

 Expectations for Cleaning: 
• Each classroom and restroom will be disinfected daily with hospital grade or similar 

products. 
• All high touch areas will be disinfected daily. 
• Disinfectant will be provided to each classroom and common areas to maximize room-

to-room cleanliness. 
• Custodians will wear masks during work hours. 
• The cafeteria will be sanitized between lunch periods.  
• Staff will have access to disinfectant to disinfect working surfaces and shared objects 

after each use and during breaks in instruction. 
• Classrooms and campus areas will be cleaned and disinfected per CDC guidelines on 

assessment of an ill student/staff member. 

Visitors/Deliveries/Miscellaneous: 
• Huntsville ISD will restrict all visitors to schools to only those essential to school 

operations. 
• Visitors will not be allowed to visit during lunchtime. 
• Excluding the parental drop-off and pick-up times, before visitors are allowed into 

campuses, campus staff must screen all visitors for COVID-19 symptoms. 
• Essential meetings will be done by appointment or through a virtual format. 
• To ensure the safety of students and staff, no outside food deliveries will be accepted 

(i.e. food, gifts, restaurant delivery services, etc.). 
• If possible, campus staff will establish a “no contact” system to allow parents/guardians 

to drop off essential items to students during the school day. 
• Until further notice, field trips will be postponed. 
• Until further notice, there will be no large student assemblies. 

Student Social and Emotional Supports (In-Person & Virtual): 
• Kelso’s Choice-A district character education program for grades PreK to 4th grade.  This 

program will help support social and emotional learning 
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• Character Strong – A District character trait program has been adopted to support social 
and emotional learning for grades 5th to 12th.  

• Trained personnel for in-person and virtual are available to provide resources and 
strategies to support students’ social and emotional well-being. 

• Trained personnel for in-person and virtual are also available to provide trauma 
informed practices and to support students and are well versed in how to report 
potential behavioral threats.  

• Counselors and LSSP are also available to support students and families in the virtual 
environment. 

What to Expect/Social and Emotional: 
Typical Reactions Everyone reacts differently to stressful situations such as an infectious 
disease outbreak that requires social distancing, quarantine, or isolation. People may feel: 
• Anxiety, worry, or fear related to your own health status. 
• The health status of others whom you may have exposed to the disease. 
• The resentment that your friends and family may feel if they need to go into quarantine 

as a result of contact with you. 
• The experience of monitoring yourself, or being monitored by others for signs and 

symptoms of the disease. 
• Time taken off from work and the potential loss of income and job security. 
• The challenges of securing things you need, such as groceries and personal care items. 
• Concern about being able to effectively care for children or others in your care. 
• Uncertainty or frustration about how long you will need to remain in this situation, and 

uncertainty about the future. 
• Loneliness associated with feeling cut off from the world and from loved ones. 
• Anger if you think you were exposed to the disease because of others’ negligence. 
• Boredom and frustration because you may not be able to work or engage in regular day-

to-day activities. 
• Uncertainty or ambivalence about the situation. 
• A desire to use alcohol or drugs to cope. 
• Symptoms of depression, such as feelings of hopelessness, changes in appetite, or 

sleeping. 
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